3/21/07 - SOLO Workshop with Steven Baratz

Lesson Plan

Learning Objectives: At the end of this workshop…

· I will be more comfortable using WriteOutLoud and CoWriter and how these programs work with standard applications such as Microsoft Word. 

· I will know how to get files back and forth from an online server and start developing my first page on www.think.com. 

· I will consider which of my students would most benefit from SOLO’s assistive technology and plan first steps toward implementation.
Guidelines:

· For this workshop, please choose a colleague to be your “learning partner” – someone at a different grade level with whom you do not regularly do lesson planning.
· Our goal is not to cover every feature and menu item in SOLO but to complete some specific activities to make the program easier to use. 
· WORKSHOP WORKSHEET questions ask you to do something on your Workshop Worksheet.
· Please ask questions; this is an interactive, constructivist learning environment!
1.  WARM-UP:  Use Write:OutLoud as a talking word processor

1.1. Open (double-click) SOLO – Sign in as Learner1 or click the New Student button and create a student account in  your name.
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1.2. When you reach “Student Central,” click the New button.
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1.3. The New Document window appears. Click Write:OutLoud.
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1.4. Type something – anything! Take a self-guided tour of the application menus and icons. 
(Hold your pointer over each icon to read its description.) Experiment and play!

2. Introduction to WriteOutLoud
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Note: For best results, highlight to select text you want spoken, then choose Speak.


Turn Speech On/Off
Ctrl+D

Speak


Ctrl+T

Speak Letters

Ctrl+K

Speak Words

Ctrl+E

Speak Sentence
Ctrl+M

Speak Paragraph
Ctrl+\

Experiment with Voice Settings – Male/Female, Fast/Slow…

Experiment with Pronunciations

2.2. Highlight a (misspelled) word and check Spelling by clicking [image: image5.png]


 on toolbar.


2.3. Highlight a word and look it up in the Dictionary.[image: image6.png]



2.4. Change text size easily by clicking these toolbar icons.[image: image7.png]At s






2.5. WORKSHOP WORKSHEET #1 – Draw a line from the SOLO icon to its meaning.
“Cheating” is encouraged!




3. Download Mr. Baratz’s Book Report Template (RTF!) from www.think.com
3.1. See class handout for your personal login and password.


3.2. See Mr. B.’s PowerPoint for detailed steps with screenshots.


3.3. WORKSHOP WORKSHEET #2- What is Mr. B’s “Mystery Message” at the bottom of the document you just downloaded? (bookreporttemplatertf.rtf)



4. Using CoWriter with WriteOutLoud

4.1. Return to WriteOutLoud. (If it is not open, repeat Part 1 – WARMUP.)


4.2. Under the File menu, click Open, then choose bookreporttemplatertf (on your Desktop).


4.3. Begin editing the Book Report Template in WriteOutLoud. Then  “wake up” CoWriter by clicking its icon in the toolbar.
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Note: If you are opening CoWriter for the first time, click through Setup using default settings.


4.4. Type some text in the CoWriter window at the bottom of the screen.


4.5. Notice CoWriter’s word predictive behavior. Use the down-arrow key to select its suggestions.
To transfer CoWriter’s text to the WriteOutLoud window, press Enter.
 

4.6. WORKSHOP WORKSHEET #3 – CoWriter’s suggestions for “tha” and “pho” are shown. What words does CoWriter suggest for “sil” and “rui”?

5. Use CoWriter independently of SOLO
CoWriter can serve as a writing assistant with any program on your computer requiring text entry, such as MS WORD. Follow these 3 steps:


5.1. Open the application you want to use (Microsoft Word) and click in the document window where you want the text to go.


5.2. “Wake up” CoWriter if you have this button on your desktop
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or launch CoWriter as you would start any other application (double-click).


5.3. Type in the CoWriter window. Select CoWriter’s choices as needed. Press Enter to move text from the CoWriter window to Word document window. 

6. Finish your Book Report and Upload to www.think.com 
6.1. Finish editing your Book Report using WriteOutLoud and CoWriter.

6.2. When you are done, Save your file. 
Note: Remember this file name!
6.3. Where did it go? If you need to find your file, use the Seach feature from the Start Menu.
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6.4. SOLO saves student files in a path that looks like this:
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6.5. WORKSHOP WORKSHEET #4: Record the path where your files are being saved on your computer. The C:\ drive is your computer’s main internal hard drive. 
(Hint: The last part should not be \sbb!)

7. Log in to www.think.com with your personal login and password.
(See Mr. Baratz’ PowerPoint for screenshots or live demonstration.)


7.1. Upload your Book Report using these steps:
1. Login to www.think.com using  your personal login and password.
2. Click My Class in the orange bar at top left.
3. Under the blue Create Tools bar, click Media & More.
4. Click Files to upload your file.
5. Include Title and Description. Click Browse to locate file on your computer. 
    Then click the Upload button. You did it!

8. Editing www.think.com pages
Can you figure out how to change the page title from “My First Page” to a title of your choice?
Work with your partner and then help other class members until everyone has done this.


9. Discussion and Next Steps
9.1. What can you do in the next 1-2 weeks to take your next step integrating technology in your teaching practice?

10. If you Finish Early: Import e-text

10.1. Use Internet Explorer (or the Internet tab of SOLO, if available) and go to 
www.gutenberg.org


10.2. Search for “Frankenstein.” Choose ASCII or TEXT files.


10.3. When prompted, choose to open the text in the browser window. 

(In the future, you may choose to save the file, if you prefer.) 


10.4. Select All. Copy.


10.5. Return to WriteOutLoud. Goto File -> New to create new document. Paste.


10.6. Delete any extraneous text, if needed. (You may need to edit for student use.)


10.7. Save Document. Choose name. 

Note: 
For more flexibility, you may save your eText as a TXT or RTF file. To do this: Open MS Word. Create New Document. Paste. Edit as needed. Save as file type .TXT or .RTF and choose any location. 
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